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Sheffield. This matter was introduced by Bamford Parish Council and is just one of many instances of 
Hope Valley Parish Councils co-operating. In this regard the Parish Council endorsed a complaint of 
Bradwell Parish Council about the high cost of season tickets between Hope and Sheffield 

The condition of the road leading to the station owned by the railway company has been the subject of 
many complaints - the first to be recorded in the parish minutes in July 1928. 

In March 1930 the subject of the level crossing on the Twitchill footpath was raised again, and 
following llomo dfooullllion u rollolution wall put fonvurd "That tho Purillh Council in future to keep u 
better hold on public rights of way and public paths". An amendment was made in a further resolution. 
"That this is an opportune time for the Parishioners of Hope to show appreciation to the Parish Council 
in their endeavour to close the footpath over the Dore and Chinley Line and by so doing support the 
abolition of all level crossings". This discussion was at the Annual Parish Meeting and the amendment 
was defeated. 

The matter of the closure of the level crossing was to become one of the most crucial matters to be 
dealt with by the Parish Council when in December 1930 a formal letter to the Council Chairman from 
the London Midland and Scottish Railway, enclosed a Parliamentary Bill regarding the matter which in 
Clause 26 stated "The Company have the Power to stop up in the Parish of Hope in the Rural District 
of Chapel-en-le-Frith so much of the footpath leading from Killhill to Twitchill Farm and crossing the 
Dore and Chinley Railway of the Company as lies between the Company's fences". 

A special parish Meeting was called for Saturday 3rd January 1931 to discuss this matter attended by 22 
parishioners. A resolution was prepared and it was agreed that copies be sent to Mr A Law MP, the 
County Surveyor at Derby and to the Clerk to the RDC at Chapel-en-le-Frith. The resolution reads as 
follows:- "That this meeting of Hope Parishioners emphatically protest against the new attempt of the 
L.M. and S. Rly Co. to close by Act of Parliament the Twitchill footpath crossing, because if this is
done foot traffic would be diverted from a path on which no accident is ever known to have happened,
to a dangerous Motor Road only 11 feet wide in some parts , having a dark railway tunnel 53 feet long
by 15 feet wide, and where a motor collision took place a few months ago. It would further point out
that the motor track is three times as long as the Twitchill track."

By the February meeting of the Council a letter had been received from the County Council stating that 
the powers to close the Twitchill Path had been deleted from the Bill. 

There is no further mention of this path until November 1943 when the Clerk was asked to write to the 
RDC informing them that the Twitchill footpath was not "properly fenced and is in a dangerous 
condition". The comment was made that it appeared to the Parish Council that it was the objective of 
the railway company to get this path closed and diverted. The letter asked that as controllers of 
footpaths the RDC should make the footpath safe. The condition of the stone steps up to the railway 
was the subject of a complaint to the Parish Council in October 1949 but there is no note of any action! 

The next major involvement of the Parish Council, this time with British Railways was the attempt to 
close the station and the Hope Valley line to passengers. Concern was expressed at the meeting on 5th 

May 1959 when the Clerk was asked to write to RDC asking for their support and also to other Parish 
Councils in the Hope Valley. In response to this two Councillors represented Hope at a meeting in 
Chapel-en-le-Frith. In May 1963 the Council received a copy ofa resolution by Edale Parish Council 
opposing the proposed closure of passenger services in the Hope Valley. It was stated that the local 
Labour Party supported the resolution and Hope Council were asked to give their support also. This 
was agreed to and notification sent to the Derbyshire County Council. (It is interesting to note that this 
seems to be the only time that a political party is mentioned in the minutes of meetings.) Soon after 
this we are told that much correspondence was received from the Derbyshire Association of Parish 
Councils, The Ministry of Transport, the DCC and RDC. A questionnaire had been received from the 
RDC asking the Parish Council to undertake the work of obtaining the numbers of passengers boarding 
and alighting from the trains on 2nd July. The Parish Council did not consider one day's figures could 
give a true picture of the position and the Chairman tabled figures he had taken which he could put 
before the RDC. The Parish Council did not consider the method proposed by the RDC would serve 
any useful purpose and the Clerk was asked to inform them of this. 
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There are several references after this appointment about the untidy state of the village tip and in 1924 
a complaint was made to the Rural District Council regarding the tip, which should be enlarged, and 
suggesting that this could be done by cutting down adjoining trees and brushwood. Soon after this the 
Parish Council had further complaints from the public and a request was made to the Rural District 
Council that the tip be enlarged, because the ground at the back of the council houses was being used as 
a tip. (It should be noted that in 1924 the only council houses in Hope were on Sherwood Avenue - a 

long way from the village tip off Castleton Road). 

Dissatisfaction was expressed about the location of the village tip in close proximity to several houses 
on Castleton Road. The Clerk was asked to write to the Rural District Council pointing out the 
nuisance and danger to health that might result if refuse be deposited on the site proposed. (It seems, 
from later entries that the original tip was probably off Pindale Road.) The Rural District Council soon 
replied to the complaint about the "proposed" location and stated that the site had been decided and 
could not be altered. 

Later in 1929 there is a minute regarding the discussion about the tip and the Chainnan was asked to 
write to the Rural District Council informing them that the tip on Pindale Road was closed and the new 
tip close to the allotments off Castleton Road should be opened at once, as there was no where for 
residents to dispose ofrefuse. The following year there is a minute confirming that the Rural District 
Council would lay some rough stone on the road to the tip. There followed numerous occasions when 
complaints were made regarding the condition of this road. 

The Council prepared a motion at their meeting of July 1934 "The Rural District Council's attention be 
drawn to the rubbish that is being thrown into the river between Kiln Hill and Town Head on Edale 
Road and also near the bridge by the Vicarage" 

The first reference made regarding a Village Scavenger was in July 1936 when the Rural District 
Council suggested that the Parish should have one. The Parish Council did not consider "the time 
opportune for a Public Scavenger" -the main nuisance was "Rats with which the Tip is infested". 
However by 1941 the Council asked the Rural District Council for improved scavenging. Towards the 
end of the war in 1945 the need for new tips was reported by the Rural District Council who stated that 
enquiries were being made in the Hope Valley (March 1945). During late summer of 1945 following a 
complaint the Clerk was asked to write to the Rural District Council regarding the burning of rubbish at 
the village tip-there had been many reports of excessive heat generated at parts of the tip. 

There had been many complaints about the work of the scavenger in the village. In 1949 the 
"Scavenging Authority" were asked to supply and maintain waste paper baskets in the village. By 
October of 1952 the Parish Council were requesting more and larger litter bins, and asking for the bins 
to be emptied more frequently, to which the Rural District Council replied that the bins would be 
emptied each Monday. 

Scavenging was still required but mostly the complaints were regarding street cleaning and general 
tidiness of the village, including the sweeping of grit from the roads after the winter. There are many 
complaints to the Rural District Council and Derbyshire County Council regarding the state of the 
pavements and un-swept roads. Dissatisfaction with street cleaning was expressed at several Annual 
Parish Meetings and by 1973 the Parish Council were considering organising its own street cleaning 
scheme. The Council discussed the matter, but expressed concern over the disposal of rubbish and it 
was resolved to refer the matter to the Rural District Council. The request by the Parish Council for 
larger and increased numbers of litter bins resulted in a letter from the Rural District Council saying 
that their supply "was exhausted". 

In September 1970 the Rural District Council informed the Parish Council that the Clayfields Tip at 
Thornhill would be open for receipt of household refuse on 4th Saturday of each month, 9am to 11am 
for an experimental period of six months. There is no further reference to the Clayfields tip until 1979 
when the Parish Council received a complaint regarding locking of the gate to the tip, which they 
considered should be open at all times. There is a reference to a change in policy regarding the refuse 
tip but no statement as to what that policy was! At the very next Council Meeting disgust was 
expressed to the Derbyshire County Council regarding payment demanded for tipping refuse on the tip 
by local people. The Parish Council also informed the Derbyshire County Council that the tip should 
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