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COUNCILLORS 

J Abraham Furness 

Jesse Wain 

Adam Barber 

Joseph Holme 

George Wilson 

John Tym 

Wm Watson 

Arthur Chapman 

Joseph Unwin 

John T Hall 

George Hall 

Henry Ashton 

Joseph Robinson 

Samuel Purseglove 

DW Chadwick 

Charles Barber 

Geo W Hadfield 

Chas Proctor 

Geo Cox 

Chas J Preston 

DT Bramwell 

C Graham (GF) 

C Bullivant 

F Longden 

AS Evason 

DLewis 

CD Lewis 

C Chatburn 

DA TE ELECTED 

Jan 2nd 1895 

Jan 2nd 1895 

Jan 2nd 1895 

Jan 2nd 1895 

Jan 2nd 1895 

Jan 2nd }895 

April 15th 1901 

April 16th 1904 

April 16th 1910 

April 16 th 1910 

April 23rd 1913 

April 23rd 1913 

April 23rd 1913 

April 23rd 1913 

April 23rd 1913 

April 15th 1919 

April 15th 1919 

April 11 th 1922 

April 14th 1928 

April 14th 1928 

April 14th 1928 

April 15th 1929 

April 15th 1931 

April 15th 1931 

April 13th 1934 

April 13th 1934 

April 16th 1937 

April 16th 1937 
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COUNCILLORS DATE ELECTED 

W Hazlehurst Feb 14th 1946 

Mrs DB Winston April 16th 1946 

WW Green April 16 th 1946 

HGouge April 16th 1946 

Mrs EE Walker April 16th 1946 

Mrs Z Eyre April 16 th 1949 

P WimirnhF- May 20th 1952 

JA Walker May 20th 1952 

W Parker May 24th 1955 

R Ollerenshaw May 24th 1955 

W Jepson May 1958 

J Eyre June 3rd }958 

PM Cox Oct 6th 1959 

DT Sanders June 2nd 1964 

FWKnowles June 2nd 1964 

SA Elliott Jan 30th 1967 

Mrs M Hobson Aug 7th 1973 

Mr J Dalton Aug 7th 1973 

Mr Ashmore Sep 4th 1976 

Mrs AE Bramwell June 4th 1979 

G Randles March 18th 1982 

JS Elliott May 23rd 1983 

JE Mason Nov 7th 1983 

DD Speight May 18th 1987 

E Robinson May 18th 1987 

R Watson May 13th 1991 

Mrs Cooper May 11th 1992 

Mrs Keeton May 10th 1993 
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1 - SIG NA TlJRE OF OFFICE 

Every Councillor is expected to sign a Declaration on first being appointed. This is done strictly in 
accordance with the rules applicable to Parish Councils and in accordance with the Local Government 
Act of 1894, "whereby every Parish Councillor shall, at the first meeting after his election, or if the 
Council at the first meeting after his election, or if the Council at the first meeting so permit, then at a 
later meeting fixed by the Council, sign, in the presence of some member of the Council, a declaration 
that he accepts the office, and ifhe does not sign such a declaration his office shall be void." 

It is interesting to note that at the first Declaration on 2nd Jan 1895 each Councillor wrote the 
declaration in full and signed. (See Pages 12 & 13.) 

The declaration was obviously agreed and copied as follows:- I. ...... having been elected Parish 
Councillor for the Parish of Hope hereby declare that I take the said office upon myself and will duly 
and faithfully fulfil the duties thereof according to the best ofmy judgement and ability. 

The first Parish Council minutes in Jan 1895 showed some inconsistencies. Five Councillors signed 
the Declaration of Office excluding Mr John Tym, although he was elected to be the first Chairman of 
Hope Parish Council. It is also interesting to note that the minutes state that "The Election of Chairman 
was not supported by Joseph Holme". 

Similar declaration written out in full appear in the Minute Book in 1897, 1898, 1901, 1904, 1907, 
1909, 1913, 1919, and any new Councillor co-opted did the same. At the meeting of April 11th 1922 
the Declaration was written out by the Chairman - (then also the Clerk) and signed by members, in the 
minute book. 

The minute books contain the signatures up to 1973. From some date in the 1980s the declarations 
have been signed on separate documents - the only reference in minutes is that Councillors were asked 
to sign. 

There would only appear to be one occasion in the minute books where the record of two new 
Councillors does not refer to a Signature of Declaration. 

There are some references to the results at Parish Council elections but these are not recorded in every 
case, just a note of the names of those persons elected. In 1899 there is an obvious error in the minutes 
which says all the Councillors signed - Mr Furness' name is not included as he was not noted as being 
present. - he was however. 

It is of interest to note just one Annual Parish Meeting held on March 17th 1919. The minute states that 
approximately 80 persons were present with Mr D.W.Chadwick in the Chair. Nominations for Council 
were :- Henry Ashton, John Thomas Hall, Charles Barker, George Hall, Joseph Holme, George W 
Hadfield, George Cox, Joseph Townsend, John Tym - votes cast for each nominee were (in order as 
above) 67, 66, 66, 62, 64, 58, 13, 6, 4. The first six were duly elected to act as Parish Councillors in 
addition to Mr D.W. Chadwick and Mr Joseph Robinson. 

As a comment one should note that the population of the Parish at that date would be about 575 and for 
80 electors of the Parish to be present, voting for six Councillors is in itself an item of particular 
interest when looking at the working of the Parish Council at that time. 

The election of March 1922 with upwards 60 parishioners present produced just one new councillor, 
and it was at this meeting that the declaration is written in the minute book only once, and then signed 
by the new Councillors. 

In 1928 -there being no nominations or election - two new names appear in the minute book - Mr D.T. 
Bramwell and Mr George Cox. At the Annual Parish Meeting of that year, whilst there had been no 
election, 30 parishioners were present. 
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As mentioned earlier Mr Wardrobe resigned in 1971 and was replaced by Mr Charles Lewis in his 
second period as Chairman of Hope Parish Council, a position which he held until May 1990. 

During these years Mr Lewis was for some of the time a Borough Councillor, a position which enabled 
the Parish Council to consider matters most carefully under his guidance and from the minutes it is 
clear the work of Councillors increased dramatically as he encouraged them to represent the Parish on 
many committees. He was ably assisted by Councillors Elliott, Dalton, Ashmore, Randles, Mason, 
Speight and Robinson together with Councillors Mrs Hobson and Mrs Bramwell. 

Mr Lewis was replaced in 1990 by Mr J Dalton and later by Mr J E Mason as Chairman of the Council, 
Mr Lewis retired from the Council at the elections of May 1991 after 45 years as Parish Councillor and 
25 years as Chairman. 

The 100 years of the Hope Parish Council was concluded on January 9th 1995 when the Chairman, Mr J 
E Mason, brought the Council's attention to the centenary. Members present at the meeting were J E 
Mason, Chairman, J S Elliott, Vice Chairman, Messrs Dalton, Ranqli,s, Rotiinson, Sanders and Mm 
Keeton. Apologies were received from Mrs Bramwell and Mr Watson. 

It is interesting to note that up to July 1981 all minutes were hand written by the Clerk to the Council 
and despite requests for copies of the typed minutes the Council voted to maintain the present system 
where minutes are read at the following meeting. 

******************************************* 

2 - MISCELLANEOUS COUNCIL MATTERS 

There are a number of statements made in Parish Council minutes where there is no reference to the 
discussion prior to the vote nor information as to who or what the action, described as "Carried 
Unanimously", is related. The first such minute is shown in October of 1896 when there is the 
statement "That this Parish Council is in favour of the District Council having the same power as an 
Urban Authority". 

There are several references to "Model Bye Laws" in the 1896/7 period and as far as can be ascertained 
these have to do with "carriage stops" and charges - all by reference to page numbers and usually 
amended to the Bye Laws. There is also an interesting note stating that only "Hope Parish Council can 
recommend such drivers as drive for the Hope Hackney Caniage owners"! 

A very formal named list of ten "capable drivers" is given in the minute of August 1898 as being sent 
to the District Council. In the minute of March 1899 a list of fourteen is given, only six of whom were 
in the list of only nine months before. Eight of these are local names, including Watson, Hallam, 
Unwin and Marsden, but Liversedge, Pickford, Jennings and Quined cannot be found in the census of 
1891 and may have come as railway workers. 

As well as usual Council business, members have throughout the years recommended persons for 
various duties. The first of these was in August 1897 when "Mr Sam Riding be named to the Court 
Lees as a suitable person to be appointed Pounder for Hope". 

Each year at the Annual Parish Meetings two Overseers were appointed by the Council. There were 
occasions when these persons were required to attend Council meetings to receive formal instructions 
etc. In addition to these, Trustees for various bodies were elected quite formally and recorded in the 
minutes. 

In October 1904 the minutes record the first meeting where an amendment was made to a formal 
proposal - the amendment was carried by 3 votes to 2 . This was regarding a request to the Parish 
Council for a light rail crossing at Pindale Road "on the level" the original plan being to go under the 
road. The amendment was in favour of the level crossing. 
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